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Have you ever wondered why your mobile phone keeps working in the depths of a large building or in the 
middle of an underground tunnel? It wasn't always that way. Those of us who were using cell phones ten years 
ago will recall that indoor coverage in malls, offices and airports was an almost unknown luxury. No signal? 
That's life: you'll just have to step outside to make that call. 
 
Today, says Lance Wilson, ABI Research's director of wireless communications, consumers' expectations are 
much higher. And thanks to "in-building wireless" — systems that re-transmit mobile signals inside large 
buildings and underground — those expectations are increasingly being met. "People take in-building wireless 
for granted," he says. "It's below the radar for most of us. And yet people ask me 'why is in-building wireless 
important, and is the market for it going to grow?'"  
 
The answer to the first question, says Wilson, is that it's important because today's cellular users expect 
ubiquitous coverage. We spend a great deal of time indoors, and the assumption is that the mobile phone is 
going to work all the time, anywhere. 
 
The second question's answer is contained within the first: yes, the in-building wireless market is virtually 
guaranteed to grow, since it must keep pace with the expanding reach and range of outdoor wireless 
communications. In fact, even today only a relatively small percentage of buildings in North America and 
Western Europe are equipped with in-building wireless, so the market will probably grow even faster as more 
buildings are retro-fitted with these systems. 
 
"At ABI Research we're very bullish," Wilson concludes, "and think that in-building wireless has an excellent 
future that's almost guaranteed, because of the ubiquity of cellular." 
 
The in-building wireless market is analyzed in detail in ABI Research's recent study, In-Building Wireless 
Systems, which includes a variety of market forecasts for both revenue and deployments. 
 
Founded in 1990 and headquartered in New York, ABI Research maintains global operations supporting 
annual research programs, intelligence services and market reports in automotive, wireless, semiconductors, 
broadband, and energy. For information visit www.abiresearch.com, or call +1.516.624.2500. 
 

 

 

Press Relea

Media Citat

Media: Inter

Vendors: B

Request Co

Schedule an
analyst on th

 

ABI Research Worldwide 
Headquarters  
69 Hamilton Ave  
Oyster Bay, NY 11771 
USA 

ABI Research 
New York 
Suite 205A 
501 Seventh Avenue 
New York, NY 10018 USA 

ABI Research Scottsdale  
8655 E. Via De Ventura 
Suite G-259 
Scottsdale, AZ 85258 
USA 

ABI Research UK Limited  
12 John Street 
London 
WC1N 2EB 
United Kingdom 

ABI Research Hong Kong 
Limited  
16th Floor, Cheung Kong 
Center 
2 Queen's Road 
Central Hong Kong 

A
S
4
M
0
J

Newsroom | WirelessIQ | Telematics Journal | E
© 2006 ABI Research.All Rights Reserved. 
This document is protected by US and International Copyright Law. No part of this document may be republished or entered into an information storage / retrieval
kind without the expressed written permission of ABI Research. 

About Events Careers Media Contact 

Page 1 of 1[Press Release] Great Expectations Practically Guarantee Growth of In-Building Wireless...

7/20/2006file://C:\Documents and Settings\sebel\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLK54\ab...


